VENEZUELA
even by his friends who were jealous of his power, and
a federalist civil conflict proved his undoing. Living in
exile in New York, he died as recently as 1873, at the age
of eighty-three.
Under his successors, of whom the most important was
Falcon, the country was a long time in regaining its
tranquillity. Despite the attractiveness of the semi-
barbarian figure of the gaucho Paez, it cannot be denied
that Venezuela had no very lively appreciation of its
national interests and of less extremist ideas. However,
it was only under the vigorous dictatorship of its tem-
porary rulers that Venezuela succeeded in attaining to
conditions of prosperity. After interminable struggles,
the country enjoyed two comparatively prolonged
periods of well-being. The first began in 1875 under the
rule of Guzman Blanco. He was the man who delivered
himself on his deathbed of a remark that has since become
famous. When his confessor adjured him to forgive his
enemies, he said, CI can't, I've killed them all'.
After him came the prodigious Castro, who, with his
ignorance and vainglorious pretentiousness, gave um-
brage to the great European powers and drew upon him-
self naval demonstrations by Germany and England.
And then, in 1913, began the presidency of Juan Vicente
Gomez. To-day Juan Vicente Gomez is still in power.
He has reorganized the finances, the army and the civil
service, and by his firmness, given peace to his country.
The wisdom and caution of his rule have resulted in the
extinction of all internal debts. The natural resources of
Venezuela suffice to provide for the needs of the budget
and the Venezuelans are, together with the citizens of